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support the Convention would never command the full respect
of the people. Neither could they well help fearing that if the
Convention were to fail, even with the sanction of Washington
and Franklin, the cause of popular government in the United
States would certainly suffer for the present, and possibly be lost
for a long and ominous future. It might already be too late to try
to strengthen the union, but then, also it might be too early,
The people at large took the Confederation for granted The
league established by the Articles, such as it was, was becoming
a habit Certain of the states, once independent of the general
rule of Great Britain, were suspicious of tihe Confederation
government, and chose to pursue their own selfish advantage with
little concern for the interests of the' other states* The selfish
states might resist any move to bring them into a union more
just and orderly than, the one they had. The people, if their
political habits were disturbed, might lose faith in any general
government. Franklin and Washington were both aware of the
unstable situation. The wisest statesmen, in timing their actions,
have to realize that they are guessing in the dark* Though they
may gamble gloriously, they still are gamblers, with none of the
easy knowledge of the outcome which may make posterity, having
that knowledge, wonder how they could have been so appre-
hensive.
Fortunately, Franklin and Washington had lived through many
years of uncertainty, had taken many bold risks and often tri-
umphed, and were now willing to venture again. They had com©
by different routes to their position of influence. Franklin, born
a tradesmar, was the most celebrated scientist and wit alive;
Washington, born a gentleman, was the most illustrious soldier.
But they were perfectly alike in their sense of political responsi-
bility, their devotion to the general welfare, and their generous
freedom from prejudice and self-interest. Neither of them had
shaped in advance any obstinate plan for a new constitution.
Both were prepared to work with other men for the best frame
of government that could come out of these days and these men.

